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pKniuTARY  12,  1901.— Comniittod  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 

of  the  Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Coiimo’e,  Weights,  and 
Measures,  sul)mitted  the  following 


KEU  OUT. 

[To  accompany  H.  K.  2564.] 

The  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures,  to  which  was 
referred  the  hill  (H.  R.  2564)  to  establish  a netv  coinage  mint  at 
Tacoma,  in  the  vState  of  Washington,  respectfully  report: 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  bill  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word  ‘"one,”  in  line  ID,  section  4,  page  S,  of  the  bill,  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “two,”  for  the  reasons  stated  hereafter  in  the 
body  of  the  report,  and  that  the  bill  as  thus  amended  do  pass. 

The  Committee  on  Coinage,  M eights,  and  INIeasures  have  had  this 
bill  under  consideration  since  the  date  of  its  introduction,  over  a yt'ar 
ago,  and  have  held  numerous  meetings  for  the  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  have  also  taken  a large  amount  of  te.stimony,  iiududing  state- 
ments from  the  honorable  Secretai'y  of  the  Treasury,  the  honorable 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  honorable  Director  of  the 
Mint,  and  various  experts  in  matters  relating  to  the  question  of  mints 
in  general  and  this  proi)osed  mint  in  })articidar. 

From  an  examination  of  the  whole  subject  your  committee  feel  satis- 
Ked  that  the  cost  of  establishing  this  new  mint  will  in  time  be  moi'e 
than  otl’set  by  the  conseciuent  saving  of  exinnisc'-  to  the  Gov('nunent. 

'Fhe  bill  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a new  mint  in  tlu'  north- 
western portion  of  the  Unitc'd  States,  on  Puget  Sound,  in  tlu'  Statn  of 
W'ashington,  to  which  region  is  di recti  v tributary  theenormous  amounts 
of  gold  How  being  produced  by  the  mines  in  Alaska  and  the  Klondike. 
It  is  stated  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Canadian  government  to  estab- 
lish a mint  at  Vancouver,  in  British  Columbia,  a few  miles  north  of 
the  American  border,  doubtless  with  the  purjiose  of  turning  the  Ilow 
of  g’old,  now  coming’  to  American  territory,  into  Canadian  territory. 
In  view  of  the  importanee  of  this  subject,  as  evidenced  by  the  vast 
productions  of  gold  in  Alaska  and  the  Klondike,  and  in  view  further 
of  the  small  apyiropriation  which  is  necessary  to  construct  an  Anun'ican 
mint  at  this  locality,  which,  when  estaldished,  will  ii>sure  the  continued 
how  of  gold  toward  American  territory,  your  committee  unhesitatingly 
recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
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On  December  7, Francis  W.  Cushman  introduced  in  the  Mouse 
of  Representatives  a l)ill  (M.  R.  9504)  authorizing^'  the  estahlisimient  of 
a new  mint  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  at  Tacoma,  in  the  State 
of  Washington. 

Tliis  bill  was  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights, 
and  Measures.  A subcommittee  consisting  of  seven  members  of  said 
C\)inmittee  on  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures  was  subsespientl y 
appointed  by  the  chairman  of  said  committee  to  consider  all  bills 
referred  to  said  committee  relating  to  the  proposed  establishment  of 
new  or  additional  mints  or  assa}^  offices.  The  folloAving  named  gen- 
tlemen constitute  said  subcommittee:  Hon.  Edward  S.  Minor,  Hon. 
E.  J.  Hill,  Hon.  Henry  8.  Routcll,  Hon.  James  M.  Griggs,  I Ion.  Roderick 
D.  Sutherland,  Hon.  Francis  W.  Cushman,  and  Hon.  Charles  F.  Cochran. 

This  bill  (H.  R.  95r>4)  provides  that  a mint  of  the  United  States  be 
located  and  cstablish('d  at  Tacoma,  in  the  State  of  Washington,  for  the 
coinage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  the 
mint  of  the  United  States  at  Tacoma.  Provision  is  made  for  the  nec- 
essary force  of  officers  and  workmen  to  ojierate  the  mint,  and  the 
(pialifications,  pow('rs,  duties,  and  lial)ilities  of  the  same  are  prescribed 
as  provided  by  United  States  statutes  in  the  act  of  February  19,  1873. 

4Te  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  rent  a suitable  Iniilding 
for  use  as  a mint  building,  and  for  all  purposes  connected  therewith, 
until  the  proposed  Government  building  at  Tacoma  shall  be  completed. 

The  sum  of  $900,000  is  appropriated  to  carry  into  effect  the  |)ro- 
visions  of  the  bill  and  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  cun-ent  year  and  for 
the  fiscal  vear  ending  the  80th  of  June,  1901.  As  some  time  has 
elapsed  since  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
last  word  on  line  19,  page  3,  be  stricken  out  and  the  word  “two” 
inserted,  making  the  concluding  paragraph  read  as  follows: 

That  the  suin  of  two  lumdred  thousand  dollars  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  a])im> 
priated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  a])|)ropriated,  to  eiirry  into 
effect  the  ])rovisions  of  this  act  and  to  meG  the  ex])enses  of  the  current  year  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  two. 


It  is  estimated  that  there  is  naturall}"  tributary  to  the  proposed  mint 
an  aggregate  of  gold  and  silver  valued  at  from  $30,000,000  to 
$50,000,000.  On  a basis  of  $30,000,000,  the  Hon.  George  E.  Roberts, 
Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  estimates  that  the  saving  to  the 
Government  would  be,  in  round  numbers,  ecpial  to  the  expense  of 
maintaining  and  o})erating  a branch  mint  at  Tacoma. 

Ibidcr  date  of  I)(>cember  19,  1900,  Director  Roberts  made  the  follow- 
ing statement  to  the  Hon.  Addison  G.  Foster  and  Hon.  Francis  IV.  Cush- 


man, of  Washington,  in  writing: 


Responding  to  your  request  for  a statement  of  the  product  of  gold  and  silver  for 
1899  naturally  tributary  to  amint  on  Puget  Sound,  1 give  below  the  following  (i.rures: 


Fine  ounces. 

Cold. 

Silver. 

Product  of  Hritish  Coluiiihia  mines 

203,  113 
771,0(10 

20 1,  l()."i 

00,  l,-)3 
33,  155 

2,030,  113 
230, 000 
110.130 
131,  350 
250, 024 

^ iikon 

Alaska 

Oregon 

Washiiietou 

'I'olal j 

1 , 313,  S05 

3, 099,  917 

CiiiiiiiiK  fiiid  conMiicrcidl  viilnc  (if  j^old 

Coimiiciriiil  valu(.‘ of  silver S27,7S1,0()0 

2, 220, 000 
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In  addition  to  the  above  there  may  he  added  1,184  ounces  of  pjold  ($^24,000)  and 
3(14,725  ounces  of  silver  ($237,000  commercial ) received  by  the  Pnjjet  Sound  smelters 
from  territory  outside  the  above  districts. 

The  product  of  gold  for  1000  will  probably  excet'd  the  above  figures  by  350,000  to 

500.000  ounces.  An  estimate  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  a mint  on  Pnget  Sound  will 
be  forwarded  yon  in  a few  tlays. 

Respectfully,  yonrs,  Geo.  E.  Rohekts, 

Direclor  of  the  Mint. 

On  January  10,  1901,  Mr.  W.  R.  Rust,  general  manager  of  the 
Tacoma  Smelter  Compaiyv,  telegraphed  Senator  Foster  and  Represent- 
ative Cushman  as  follows: 

Onr  actual  output,  1900:  Gold,  50,504  ounces;  silver,  907,905  ounces.  Total  value, 
$1,600,000.  Estimate  Everett  (smelter),  60  percent  of  above. 

From  territory  not  included  l)v  Director  Roberts  wo  rec‘oive  2,600  ounces  gold  and 

625.000  ounces  silver,  mostly  from  Idaho  and  Montana. 

I estimate  naturally  tributary  to  Tacoma  mint:  Gold,  $41,000,000;  silver,  5,000,000 
ounces.  This  would  include  only  a small  per  cent  from  Idaho  and  Montana. 

This  will  increase  from  year  to  year  for  a long  term  of  years. 

W.  R.  Rust. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  estimates  given  by  Manager  Rust,  of  the 
Tacoma  Smelting  Company,  for  the  year  1900  indicate  a considerable 
increase  over  the  aggregate  production  of  gold  and  silver  included  in 
Director  Roberts’s  statement  for  the  year  1899.  It  is  also  worthy  of 
note  that  the  Tacoma  Smelting  Company,  which  has  just  increased  its 
capacity,  received  during  the  year  1900  from  that  district,  not  included 
in  Director  Roberts’s  report  as  being  naturally  trilmtarv  to  the  Tacoma 
mint,  2,600  ounces  of  gold  and  625,000  ounces  of  silver,  as  comptired 
with  the  estimate  of  1,181  ounces  of  gold  and  391,725  ounces  of  silver, 
as  given  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  1899.  This  is  approximately 
ail  increase  of  100  per  cent  in  the  production  of  both  gold  and  silver 
in  one  year  over  the  amount  estimated  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for 
the  previous  year. 

It  may  be  further  observed  that  this  statement  by  Manager  Rust,  of 
the  Tacoma  Smelting  Company,  covers  merely  the  receipts  of  his  com- 
pany, and  does  not  include  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  received  by 
the  Everett  smelter  from  the  district  referred  to,  which  is  outside  the 
territory  reported  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  as  being  naturally  trib- 
utary to  the  proposed  mint. 

The  above  figures  indicate  that  while  on  a basis  of  a yield  of 
$30,000,000  worth  of  gold  and  silver  per  annum  the  saving  to  ihe  Cov- 
ernment  by  the  establishment  of  a mint  at  Tacoma  would  be  equal  to 
the  ordinary  expense  of  maintenance  and  operation  there  may  be 
expected  a continued  increase  in  the  product  of  gold  in  the  district 
referred  to,  which  would  place  the  saving  to  the  CTOvernment  consid- 
erably above  the  ordinary  expense  of  maintaining  and  operating  a 
branch  of  the  mint  in  the  Northwest. 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  expense  to  the  Government  of 
transporting  gold  and  silver  bullion  from  the  Puget  Sound  country  to 
the  nearest  mint,  which  is  at  San  Francisco,  the  following  letter  has 
been  received  from  the  Treasury  Department: 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  1900. 

Gentlemen:  Replying  further  to  your  inquiries  of  December  10,  I beg  to  say  that 
the  cost  of  shipping  gold  bullion  by  express  from  the  Seattle  assay  office  to  the  San 
Francisco  mint,  where  it  goes  for  coinage,  is  $1.50  per  thousand  dollars.  Payment 
for  bullion  at  Seattle  is  commonly  made  by  means  of  drafts,  but  during  the  past 
season  about  three  and  a half  million  dollars  in  coin  have  been  shipped  from  San 
Francisco  to  Seattle  for  this  purpose.  The  express  charge  of  such  shipments  is  the 
same  as  on  bullion,  $1.50  per  thousand  dollars. 
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The  initial  cost  for  equipment  for  a mint  at  Tacoma,  with  a caj)acity  of  $30,000,000 
in  gold  per  annum,  would  be  $100,000.  The  annual  j)ay  roll  would  be  about  $100,000. 
Contingent  expenses,  $30,000,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  equiianent,  $0,000. 
The  cost  of  building  and  ground  1 am  not  prei)ared  to  give  an  estimate  upon,  as  1 am 
not  informed  concerning  the  value  of  real  estate  in  Tacoma. 

Res])ectfully,  yours, 

Geo.  E.  Kobekts,  Director  of  the  Mint. 


Hon.  A.  G.  Foster, 

United  States  Senate. 

Hon.  Fk.vncis  W.  Cusu.man, 

House  of  Representatives. 


On  January  22, 1900,  at  which  time  Director  Roberts  appeared  before 
the  House  Committee  on  Coinao-e,  Weights,  and  Measures,  he  pre- 
sented a detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Tacoma 
mint.  Figuring  on  the  basis  of  an  annual  yield  of  $80,000,000  in  gold 
and  silver,  he  placed  the  annual  expense  at,  approximately,  $186,000, 
or  $150,000  including  interest  on  the  building,  provided  a separate 
structure  was  built,  lie  credited  the  Tacoma  mint  with  ex]  >ress  charges 
on  $80,000,000  of  bullion  to  San  Francisco  at  $1.50  per  thousand  for 
expressage,  a sum  of  $45,000.  He  also  credited  the  new  institution 
with  express  charges  on  $10,000,000  in  coin  shipped  back  to  the  mint, 
making  an  additioti  of  $15,000.  He  deducted  from  the  expense  of 
operating  the  San  Francisco  mint  $80,000,  which  was  also  credited  to 
the  Tacoma  mint,  and  to  this  was  added  other  items,  making  a total  of 
between  $130,000  and  $140,000  saving  to  the  Government  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a mint  at  Tacoma.  He  also  stated  that  the  saving  on  the 
l)asis  of  an  annual  }deld  of  $40,000,000  tributary  to  the  Tacoma  mint 
would  be  $60,000  on  bullion  and  $30,000  on  coin,  and  that  the  matter 
of  expense  for  expressage  in  handling  coin  and  bullion  would  increase 
with  the  annual  product  of  gold  and  silver,  while  the  annual  expense 
for  coining  the  additional  yield  would  increase  but  slightly. 

Puget  Sound  is  the  natural  gateway  to  Alaska  and  the  Klondike 
gold  fields,  and  the  fact  that  the  Tacoma  Smelting  Company’s  plant 
has  been  (Quadrupled  during  the  past  two  3mars,  making  it  the  largest 
smelter  on  the  Pacific  coast,  indicates  the  commercial  advantages  q)()s- 
s('.ssed  by  the  Puget  Sound  district  for  enterprises  of  this  nature. 
FuiTher  extensions  to  the  Puget  Sound  smelting  plants  are  now  under 
way,  and  the  conservative  estimates  of  thejdeld  of  gold  and  silver  for 
the  Pacific  northwest  district — all  of  which  is  accessible  and  trilmtary 
to  the  Tacoma  mint  either  bv  rail  or  sail — is  $40,000,000  for  the  past 
3mar,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  look  for  and  expect  further  incretises  for 
several  years  to  come.  The  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  estimating  the 
^dcld  of  gold  and  silver  naturally  tributarv  to  this  district  at  approxi- 
mately $80,000,000  for  1899,  savs  the  total  yield  for  1900  will  probably 
exceed  that  for  1899  by  probably  from  850,000  to  500,000  ounces  of 
gold,  which  brings  his  estimate  practically  to  $40,000,000. 

In  presenting  a favorable  report  on  the  l)iil  (11.  R.  2564)  it  is  deemed 
proper  to  place  on  recoi-d  extracts  from  Government  reports  showing 
the  customs  business  transacted  at  the  port  of  Tacoma,  as  well  as  at 
other  points  in  the  Pug(T  Sound  customs  district.  The  chamber  of 
comnu'rce  repoi’ts  that  thei’e  are  now  iTgularly  emplo3m(l  between  that 
])ort  and  the  Oilent  10  ocean-going  st('ainshiQ)s  as  against  9 on  the 
San  Fi'anc.isco  oriental  line,  8 in  the  Seattle  oriental  service,  and  8 in 
th(‘.  Portland  oriental  trade.  The  total  ('X})orts  for  the  j)ortof  Tacoma 
during  tin'  ])ast  year  aggrc'gatod  $8,567,000  and  the  imports  $2,189,000. 

The  total  exQ)ort  business  for  the  Puget  Sound  customs  district, 
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incliidinjT  18  ports,  iijj-o-i-ojxiitod  |5>11),0()0,()()0  und  the  totiil  impoils 
$5,900,000.  For  tlie  cjilendiir  year  endiiio-  June  80,  1900,  tlu*  Treasuiy 
Oepartniont  makes  the  followino-  report  of  exports  and  imports  for 
tlie  Puo-et  Sound  customs  district: 


Port. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Tacoma 

f>,  8(17, 920 
9, 088 
213 

128,111 
2, 804, 002 
931 , 513 
30, 083 
27, 308 
222, 942 
70, 101 

87, 290, 346 
48, 986 
220,193 
20, 475 
5,898,2:58 
1,239,930 
1,7.55,509 
201,515 
218,509 
875,097 
28, 383 
12,992 

Port  Anfteles 

Aberdeen 

Everett 

Northport 

Port  Townsend 

New  Whatcom 

Blaine 

Sumas 

Roche  Harbor 

Nelson 

23,304 

Total 

7,148,503 

17,829,232 

For  eleven  months,  ending-  November  80,  1900,  the  total  export 
business  of  the  city  of  Tacoma  was  $18,817,841,  of  which  amount  the 
total  for  October  and  November  was  $3,814,118,  showing  continued 
increase  in  business  as  compared  with  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

For  the  month  of  November  the  inward  registered  tonnage  at  Tacoma 
was  84,826,  and  the  outward  registered  tonnage  was  81,112.  During 
the  said  month  156  American  vessels  cleared  from  the  port  of  Tacoma 
for  foreign  ports  and  33  foreign  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports, 
making  a total  of  189  clearing  as  against  165  entering,  29  of  the  165 
being  foreign  vessels  and  136  American  vessels. 

During  the  past  fifteen  years  the  commerce  of  Puget  Sound  customs 
district  has  grown  at  the  rate  of,  approximately,  $1,000,000  a year, 
maintaining  this  increase  during  the  financial  and  industrial  depression. 
At  the  present  time  the  aggregate  commerce  of  the  district  is  increas- 
ing more  rapidly  than  ever  before,  the  total  exports  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  iOOO,  being  nearly  $3,000,000  greater  than  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  total  customs  business,  as  taken  from  the  Treasury 
records,  for  the  period  referred  to  is  as  follows: 


Year  cndiitf?  .June  30 — 

Exports. 

Imports. 

83,184,908 

8238, 036 

2, 123, 007 

600, 075 

1,770,429 

347,818 

2,250,892 

407, 418 

4, 008, 611 

361,. 502 

3,  .320, 146 

305,288 

5, 729, 494 

476, 902 

0,  .505, 998 

572,037 

5,093,436 

8:59,709 

4,942,000 

1,230, 399 

5,  .805, 193 

2,222,395 

0,  .854, 709 

5, 483, 846 

11,804,925 

7, 006, 131 

17,910, 626 

5,0.58,069 

15, 200,  .840 

7, 239, 718 

17,903,107 

7, 148, 563 

The  customs  districts  taking  the  lead  in  commerce  of  the  Pacific  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  giving  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 

K £1—3 
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entered  and  cleared  in  the  foreig-n  trade  at  ciLstonis  districts  on  the 
Pacihe  coast  of  the  United  States  durino-  the  year  ending  June  30, 1000. 


ENTERED. 


Cu.stoiiis  district. 

Sail. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tons. 

N umber. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Ala.ska 

26 

5,235 
15, 265 
11,939 
12, 664 
155,228 
259, 488 
13,  502 
482,  340 
15,  606 

390 

207, 645 
11,275 

416 

212, 880 
26, 540 
20, 404 
96,321 
202,207 
1. 103,  797 
85, 099 
l,a51,718 
42, 667 

Hawaii 

11 

4 

15 

Humbolt,  Cal 

29 

4 

8i465 
83, 657 
46,  979 
844,  309 

33 

Los  Angeles,  Cal 

13 

44 

57 

Oregon,  Oreg 

96 

23 

119 

Puget  Sound 

378 

1,451 

98 

1,829 

168 

San  Diego,  Cal 

70 

7i; 597 
869,418 
27,  061 

San  Francisco 

413 

471 

914 

Willamette,  Oreg 

10 

13 

23 

Total 

1,076 

971,227 

2,498 

2, 170,  406 

3,574 

3, 141, 633 

CLEARED. 


Alaska 

26 

3,511 

317 

151,893 

8,510 

579 

343 

155,404 
8,510 
16,  .558 

Hawaii 

3 

3 

Humbolt,  Cal 

40 

15, 979 
1,767 
9, 286 
287, 086 
2,852 
486, 736 
171, 061 

1 

41 

Los  Angeles,  Cal 

2 

43 

85, 655 
28, 774 
886, 437 
57, 997 
852, 912 
35,  959 

45 

87|l22 

Oregon,  Oreg 

11 

15 

26 

38;  060 
1,173,523 
60,849 
1, 339, 648 
207,020 

Pu^t  Soun^ 

399 

1,517 

94 

1,916 

138 

San  Diego,  Cal 

44 

San  Franci.sco 

426 

454 

880 

Willamette,  Oreg 

98 

17 

115 

Total 

1,016 

978, 278 

2,461 

2,108,716 

3,507 

3, 086, 994 

Treasury  Department,  Bureau  op  Statistics, 

January  15,  1901. 


0.  P.  Austin, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1000,  Capt.  J.  B.  Clift,  of  the 
port  of  Tacoma,  in  his  annual  report  places  the  shipments  of  bullion 
by  water  from  the  local  smelters  at  7,200  tons,  wheat  at  3,013,780 
bushels,  flour  at  510,070  barrels,  lumber  at  82,172,580  feet,  and  coal 
at  170,231  tons,  in  addition  to  miscellaneous  freight  \Tilued  at  approxi- 
mately ^7,000,000.  He  reports  an  inward  registered  tonnage  of 
058,701  and  an  outward  registered  tonnage  of  050,701. 

The  number  of  deep-sea  vessels  arriving  during  the  year  was  702  and 
the  number  departing  was  603.  No  Government  reports  are  available 
at  this  time  showing  the  aggregate  of  business  transacted  through 
channels  other  than  by  water  and  tabulated  by  the  Treasuiy  Depart- 
ment, but  the  authentic  data  in  hand  shows  the  increase  in  commerce 
in  the  Pnget  Sound  district  to  be  steady  and  rapid,  with  Tacoma  lead- 
ing the  list  in  the  aggregate  of  Imsiness  oliicially  recorded. 


A nUANCH  MINT  IN  CANADA. 


'File  English  Government  is  said  to  be  considering  the  proposition  to 
establish  a branch  of  the  royal  mint  of  England  at  Vancouver,  in  Brit- 
ish C/olunibia.  As  Vanconver,  British  C'olnnibia.  lies  directly  between 
the  vVlaskan  gold  fields  and  Pnget  Sound,  the  result  of  the  establishment 
of  a mint  at  Vancouver  will  be  to  some  extent  to  intercept  the  flow  of 
gold  that  for  the  past  four  years  has  ])onred  out  of  the  Alaskan  and 
Klondike  I’cgions  and  found  its  way  to  Pnget  Sound.  With  a mint 
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e8ta])lishcd  at  Vancouver,  and  no  mint  on  American  territory  nearer 
than  San  Francisco,  the  result  will  be  that  much  ot‘  the  o-old  that  has 
heretofore  come  to  American  territory,  American  merchants,  and 
American  markets,  will  he  intercepted  in  English  territoiy,  and  will 
be  coined  into  English  sovereign.s  instead  of  American  (‘agdes. 

r>ut  as  the  American  cities  on  Fuget  Sound  are  hirgci-  than  any  of 
the  Canadian  cities,  have  greater  and  more  varied  assortments  of  all 
goods  and  su])plies,  and  also  have  the  greater  number  of  steamboat 
lines,  the  trend  of  Alaskan  travel  and  trade  and  the  How  of  Alaskan 
gold  will  continue  toward  Puget  Sound  if  equal  o])])ortunity  is  oHVred 
on  the  American  side  for  converting  the  crude  gold  into  standard  coin'. 


NEWSPAPER  INTERVIEW. 


In  a recent  issue  of  a Pacific  coast  paper  wtis  contained  an  interview 
with  a prominent  Canadian,  a resident  of  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
on  the  subject  of  the  new  mint  soon  to  be  established  in  Victoria, 
British  Columbia.  He  said: 


Vancouver  will  handle  a p;reater  portion  of  the  gold  that  comes  down  from  the 
Klondike  next  year.  About  IMay  1 a branch  of  the  royal  mint  will  he  established 
in  our  city,  and  with  this  accomplished  we  will  be  able  to  care  for  the  business  that 
belongs  to  us,  instead  of  having  it  come  to  Puget  Sound. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  business  men  of  Vancouver  to  advertise  the  fact  that  yve 
are  to  have  a mint  in  all  parts  of  the  East,  both  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada, 
this  spring.  In  this  way  it  is  thought  we  will  get  a large  share  of  the  travel  and 
trade  that  in  the  past  three  years  has  been  going  to  Puget  Sound. 


It  would  appear  that  if  the  Canadian  government  is  justified  in 
building  and  e([uipping  a new  mint  on  Canadian  soil  in  order  to  abstract 
and  obtain  the  trade  and  the  gold  now  flowing  toward  American  shores, 
then  the  American  Government  is  certainly  justified  in  building  a new 
mint  in  order  to  retain  the  trade,  the  traffic,  and  the  gold  which  is 
now  ours. 

There  are  four  mints  in  the  United  States  to-da}';  three  in  actual 
operation,  and  one  in  course  of  construction.  These  four  mints  are 
located,  as  follows:  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  and 
Denver;  the  first  three  being  in  operation  and  the  last  named  being  in 
course  of  com[)letion. 

All  of  these  four  mints  have  been  (piite  expensive  in  point  of  build- 
ings containing  them  and  the  machinery  e([ui[)ment contaiiuHl  in  tluMii. 
The  mint  at  Philadelphia  has  cost  about  $!4,400,0U0,  including  l)uilding 
and  machiiKM-y.  The  other  three  mints  have  cost  probably  upward 
of  a million  dollars  each. 

The  mint  ('stal)lishment  contemplated  under  this  bill  does  not  provide 
for  any  such  expensive  plant.  This  bill  provides  only  for  an  a})j)ro- 
priation  of  S!^00,0()0,  wdiich  sum  is  considered  adeipiate  for  the  initial 
equi})inent  of  the  jiroposed  mint,  and  also  for  its  maintenance  for  the 
first  year.  This  bill  contemplates  the  construction  of  a small,  mod- 
ern ly  equipped  mint,  and  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  his  testimony 
before  the  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures,  testifiiul 
that  such  a mint  could  be  equipped  for  aiiproxiniately  this  amount,  and 
that  such  a mint,  when  constructi'd,  would  l)e  ample  for  the  coinage  of 
the  ])recious  metals  naturally  tributary  to  it. 

Thes('  facts  and  figures  are  given  to  show'  how  small,  in  comparison 
wdth  otluu'  mints,  is  the  estimated  cost  and  the  appropriation  asked 
for  this  proposed  new  mint. 
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It  i.s  51  nmttor  of  public  liistory  and  common  notoriety  that  Alaska 
and  the  Klondike  have  furnished  one  of  the  a’reatest  (yold-prodncing 
regions  known  in  the  history  of  the  world.  By  far  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  all  this  u’old  has  found  its  wav  to  American  territory  and  added 
nltiniately  to  the  people’s  wealth  and  the  nation’s  store  of  gold.  At  a 
time  when  all  nations  are  adopting  the  gold  standard,  it  would  seem 
that  we  should  not  carelessly  permit  onr  greatest  source  of  supply  of 
gold,  to  bo  taken  from  ns  or  the  supply  turned  into  other  channels  to 
onr  detriment  and  for  the  licnolit  of  others. 

Attached  to  this  report  in  the  appendix,  and  made  a part  hereof,  are 
certain  letters,  statements,  news])aper  articles,  and  interviews  bearing 
upon  the  matter  of  the  proposed  establishment  of  a mint  at  Tacoma, 
and  also  bearing  upon  the  proposed  establishment  of  a branch  of  the 
royal  mint  of  England  at  Vancouver,  in  British  Columbia. 


Exhibit  A. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Decemher  5,  WOO. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  the  royal  mint  at  Vancouver,  I have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
consul  at  Vancouver,  in  his  dispatch  No.  313  of  November  26,  reports  as  follows,  viz: 

“Strenuous  effoits  are  being  made  by  the  board  of  trade,  the  city  government,  and 
by  the  citizens  of  Vancouver  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a branch  mint  in  this 
city.  As  I have  before  informed  the  Department,  there  are  others  who  claim  that 
the  establishment  of  a branch  of  the  royal  mint  of  England  in  Canada  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  Dominion  act  of  1867,  and  that  the  right  of  coinage  is  a prerogative 
of  the  Canadian  and  not  of  the  English  Crovennuent. 

“ Those  who  advocate  the  establishment  of  a branch  mint  here  claim  that  prospect- 
ors coming  from  the  Klondike  and  other  distrii-ts  of  Canada  producing  precious 
metals,  are  now  obliged  to  take  their  product  to  Seattle  in  order  to  make  an 
immediate  sale  of  the  same.  The  assay  office  established  here  only  assays  and  gives 
the  value  of  the  gold  brought  it,  and  the  miner  must  then  make  his  own  negotiat  ions 
with  some  bank  liefore  he  can  receive  payment  for  his  dust  and  nuggt'ts. 

“At  the  assay  office  in  Seattle  very  nearly  the  entire  value  is  paid  down  at  once, 
and  as  soon  as  the  assay  is  comjdete  the  balance  is  immediately  paid.  The  mer- 
chants thus  believe  that  Seattle  is  thereby  given  a very  great  advantage  ovm- Van- 
couver, because  miners  jirefer  to  go  there  and  dispose  of  their  gold  immediately 
rather  than  to  come  here  and  await  its  assay  and  subsequent  sale,  and  the  merchants 
of  this  city  therefore  believe  that  the  Seattle  merchants  seeim'  a trade  which  they 
believe  belon.eis  to  them.  In  this  connection  I respectfully  ask  that  you  refer  to  my 
annual  report,  recently  submitted,  in  which  1 have  discussed  this  matter  at  some 
greater  length.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yon  obedimt  servant, 


John  Hay. 


The  SECimTARY  op  the  Treasury. 


Exiiihit  I>. 

Sinfemrrit  of  deposits  in  assag  ojjicc.  . 

PORTY-SIX  tons  op  (iOUI)  RECEIVED  AT  SEA'IU'EE  ASS.W  OPPICE  IN  THE  YEAR  1900- 
OVER  7,000  DEmsrrs  m.vde— I’RooKiious  quantity  op  precious  met,m.s,  vaeued  at 
$22,0:)8,775.12 — ne.mu.y  $ 1 7, 000, 000  prom  the  kuoniure — pour  miu.ions  prom 

NOME — REI’ORT  POR  C.M.END.AR  YEAR  TO  DIRECTOR  OP  MINT  ENCOUR.\0 1 NO  ONE. 

At  tb(^  close  of  business  for  the  nineteenth  century  Assayer  Fred  A.  Wing,  of  the 
Seattle  office,  announces  that  during  the  closing  year  of  the  century  his  receipts  have 
issued  for  46^  tons  of  gold  and  silver.  Tliroughout  the  year  the  treasure  poured  into 
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the  office  in  a Ptt'iidy  stn'am,  ivaclrini;  its  liiLrlu'st  mark  and  hreaking  all  recorils  for 
a single  month  in  .Inly,  when,  in  twenty-six  working  days,  over  14  tons  of  i)ri-cions 
metals  were  received. 

Tlie  prodigious  quantity  of  gold  received  during  the  year,  as  weighed  at  tlie  assay 
oliice,  amount(‘d  to  1 ,:>45, 122.41  troy  ounces. 

It  was  owned  and  dept)sited  by  7,  lOb  j>ersons  and  concerns. 

Its  totiil  assay  value  was  ir22,0;),S,775. 12. 

The  average  of  the  deposits  is  HR)  ounces,  valued  at  over  |8,100  to  each. 

The  bullion,  as  accounted  for  at  the  a.'^say  oliice,  ciime  from  sources  as  follows: 


The  Klondike $16,  l»4(i,  487.  OS 

Alaska 4,291,780.40 

British  Columbia 667,225.47 

Washington  and  other  Stales 188,  8S2. 17 


Total 22,088,775.12 


The  report  of  the  assay  oliice  is  fully  cmdirmatory  of  the  statement  made  in  the 
annual  review  of  the  I’ost-lntelligencer  that  the  gold  production  of  the  new  and 
much-abused  district  of  Nome  for  bR)0  was  at  least  $4,000,000.  The  otlicial  figures 
prove  this  estimate  to  have  been  extrenudy  conservative,  since,  in  sjjite  of  the  lack 
of  water  during  the  early  part  of  the  mining  season  and  the  vexatious  litigation 
throughout  the  entire  year,  there  lias  been  deposited  in  the  Seattle  assay  office,  direct 
from  the  placers  at  Nome,  dust  and  nuggets  to  the  value  of  $8,728,272.14. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  confirmation  of  the  Bost-Intelligencer’s  figure  on 
the  out])ut  of  the  Klondike  for  1900.  This  was  given  at  $20,000,000.  The  po})ular 
estimate  ranged  to  $25,000,000  and  higher.  But  the  officers  of  the  Yukon  police 
having  charge  of  the  collection  of  royalties  on  the  output  reported  only  $11,752,560, 
while  the  records  of  the  Dawson  custom-house  brought,  the  total  only  to  about 
$14,(K)0,000.  The  fact  now  appears  that  the  Seattle  as.say  ulfice  received  from  Klon- 
dike $16,946,487.08,  and  sufficient  bullion  is  known  to  be  now  lying  in  safe  deposit 
in  this  city  to  advance  the  total  to  more  than  $20,000,000. 

The  annual  report  of  As.sayer  Wing  is  made  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  .Tune  30, 
but  the  totals  for  the  calendar  year,  as  given,  were  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  who  to-day  reports  upon  the  mineral  production  of  all  the  States  and 
Territories. 

The  totals  of  depo.sits,  quantities,  and  values  of  the  Seattle  office  for 
the  year  1900,  by  months,  are  as  follows: 


Moil  til. 

Deposits. 

Ounces. 

Values. 

January  

101 

9,134.:io 
8,  ,520.  09 

fill, 371. 27 
131,237. 10 

February 

114 

MariRi .' 

111 

6, 430. 82 
4, 670. 38 
4,329.48 

102, 2.S3. 99 

April - 

109 

71,804  10 

May 

94 

OSi  055.  84 

June 

3.T4 

7l',  .804.  67 

1,148' on.  12 

July : 

1,300 

394, 2.50.  99 

o'  445;  422.  00 

August 

i;i3‘2 

322;711.46 

5i  2,89',  159.  53 

September 

li  00, S 

209,  981. 13 

3;  4.50,  .538. 00 
3,  .879, 898. 09 

October 

i;  .575 
008 

•2'if  .594. 35 

November 

OOi  483.  02 

1,131,790.49 

December 

ISO 

llil38.52 

'l70il02.  93 

Total 

7, 106 

1,345, 122.41 

22,038,775.12 

Ex n HUT  C. 

Statement  from  Tacoma  Daihj  Ledger. 

PROMISE  OP  MINT  n.\S  HREN  (ilVEN — V.\NCOUVKK  M ICKCU.AXTS  PREP RING  FOR  ALASKA 
TRADE— AGITATION  OF  SIvAGWAV  MICRCHANTS  AGAINST  THE  UN.IUST  CANADIAN  CUS- 
TO.MS  LAWS  HAS  H.ASTENED  THE  MATTER — NO  MODIFICATION  OF  THE  L.AWS  FOR  THE 
RENEFIT  OF  AMERICAN.S. 

Canadians  are  confident  that  a br,anch  of  the  royal  mint  will  be  established  at  Van- 
couvi'r,  British  Columbia,  in  tbe  spring.  They  .say  that  assurances  have  been  given 
by  the  Canadian  government  that  it  will  take  such  action,  and  merchants  of  that 

H.  liep.  2828 2 
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cityaro  alroady  i>re]\arin^  t lieinsHvcp  for  ttie  l)nsinoss  that  it  is  oxpooted  will  follow 
the  estahlishnuMit. 

.Aiiioii”:  tlu'  visitors  in  llie  city  y('st(‘rday  was  B.  F.  Goodenou^h,  of  Vancouver. 
I\Ir.  Goodeiiou^h  has  been  one  of  the  hard  workersforthe  mint,  and  is  now  coidident 
the  efforts  of  the  past  will  hear  fruit  in  the  spriii};. 

“Vancouver  will  handle  a greater  portion  of  the  gold  that  comes  down  from  the 
Klondike  next  year,”  he  saicl.  “We  have  assuram^es  from  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment that  about  May  1 a branch  of  the  royal  mint  will  he  established  in  our  city, 
and  with  this  accomplished  we  think  we  will  be  able  to  care  for  the  business  that 
belongs  to  us  instead  of  having  it  come  to  tlie  Sound. 


PREPARING  FOR  TRADE. 


“It  is  the  intcnti'm  of  the  business  men  of  Vancouver  to  advertise  the  fact  that  we 
are  to  have  a mint  in  all  ])arts  of  the  Fast,  both  in  the  Cniled  States  and  in  Canada, 
this  siiring.  In  this  way  it  is  thought  we  will  get  a large  share  of  the  travel  that  in 
the  past  three  years  has  been  going  to  Puget  Sound.  We  have  been  handicaiiped  in 
the  ]>ast  by  a lack  of  transportation  to  Skagway.  But  as  soon  as  navigation  opens  we 
will  have  a suthcient  nnndier  of  boats  on  to  take  care  of  all  of  tlie  Canadian-Alaska 
trade,  ]>roviding  it  comes  to  us.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  will  put  on  thr(>e 
boats  iK'fween  Vancouver  and  Skagway,  and  besides  these  there  will  be  two  more 
private  lines  started  by  capitalists  of  our  city.  This,  it  is  believed,  will  give  ample 
aci^ommoilation  for  all  the_  jiassengers  and  freight  that  will  be  taken  in,  and  if  it 
l>roves  not  to  be  enough  there  will  be  more  forthcoming. 

“ There  is  one  thing  that  has  aided  us  in  pushing  this  matter  of  a mint,  and  that  is 
the  com])laint  the  city  of  Skagway  has  made  about  the  ojieration  of  the  customs  laws 
of  Canada  as  they  refer  to  the  district  of  Alaska.  The  Canadian  Government  does 
not  antici])ate  that  the  application  of  the  Skagway  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  United 
States  Congress  will  have  any  effect,  but  at  tlie  same  lime  there  is  a feeling  that  the 
reiatioiLs  between  the  business  men  af  Canada  and  tho.«e  of  the  United  States  are 
strained  over  the  trade  in  y\laska,  and  while  it  was  in  the  power  of  Canadian  mer- 
chants to  take  wdiat  belonged  to  them,  it  was  thought  but  right  to  do  so. 


Exhibit  D. 

A pitafniicjil  from  the  Tacoma  Chamher  of  Commerce. 

wnv  A BRANCH  MINT  SHOULD  BE  ESTABLISHED  AT  TACOMA. 

The  natural  sources  for  a supply  of  gold  for  a mint  located  at  Tacoma,  Wash., 
would  be  from  Alaska,  Klondike,  and  Northwest  Territory,  Oregon,  British  Colum- 
bia, Washington,  and  Idaho. 

The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  actually  produced  in  the  territory  above  described 
for  the  year  1899  was  as  follows: 


Silver. 

Gold. 

Alaska  (including  Cape  Nome) 

251 , 050 

S4, 001, 819 
10,114,1.50 
1 , .5:10,  :1S7 

Klondike  and  North  west  Terri  torv 

Oregon  

1911,  tMO 

British  Colnmliia  (approximate) , 

2, 875;,S41 
4.52, 52.5 

3^  OOoi 000 
.800, 202 

Washington 

Idaho 

5, 171, 717 

2,I80i020 

Total  

8,  704, 258 

28, 541, 178 

Mr.  George  E.  Roberts,  United  States  Director  of  the  Mint,  estimates  the  total  ]iroduc- 
tion  in  the  above-descrihi'd  territory  for  llu'  yi'ar  1900  at  over  $-10,000,000.  The  sea- 
son is  alri'ady  closed  for(!ape  Nome  and  the  Klondike,  and  the  incriTise  in  these  two 
dist  ricts  amounts  to  $7,000,000.  This  is  a larger  amount  of  gold  than  is  tributary  to 
any  other  mint.  It  is  produced  from  new  sources  that  have  not  hitherto  been  trib- 
utaiy  to  any  mint. 

The  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Coa.st  Range  are  gold  bearing  from  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  to  tbe  Arctic  Ocean.  In  the  northeastern  part  of 
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Wanhington  tho  two  systems  come  togi'ther  and  from  this  }x)int  north  form  one  sys- 
tem, prohahly  the  largc'st  continuous  gold-hearing  area  in  llie  world.  Oidy  a small 
fraction  of  its  area  has  been  explored  or  develo])ed,  and  its  production  will  constantly 
incri'ase  for  many  years  and  can  not  he  exhausted  for  many  generations. 

The  Director  of  the  iUint  has  estimated  that  the  aniinal  pay  roll  for  salari(‘s  for  a 
mint  at  Tacoma  would  he  li!;>l),000.  The  cost  of  transjxjrting  gold  from  Pugi  t Sound  to 
San  F rancisco,  the  nearest  mint,  is  $1.75  p('r  thousand.  At  the  present  rate  of  produc- 
tion, twenty-eight  and  one-half  millions,  the  cost  of  transporting  the  gold  jtroduced  in 
the  territory  described  would  be  $49,000.  If  the  Government  pays  for  this  in  coin, 
as  it  undoui)tedly  does  for  most  of  it,  this  cost  would  be  nearly  doubled.  It  is  thus 
apparent  that  the  mint  would  pay  for  its  maintenance  and  in  a short  time  jiay  for  its 
erection.  The  c!ost  of  trans]iorting  silver  from  Puget  Sound  would  be  much  greater 
than  a like  value  of  gold  on  account  of  its  bulky  nature. 

About  twenty  millions  of  the  gold  produced  in  the  territory  described  is  })lacergold 
and  the  balance  is  from  quartz  mines.  The  production  of  both  will  increase,  ljut 
more  largely  the  latter.  All  the  gold  produced  from  quartz  mines  must,  lirst  l)e 
treated  at  a smelter  and  refinery  before  going  to  a mint,  and  a large  amount  of  placer 
and  retort  gold  must  also  be  treated  by  a refinery. 

I'lighty-five  per  cent  of  the  gold  coined  at  San  Francisco,  whether  ]ilacer  or  other 
origin,  is  first  treated  at  the  7-efinery  of  the  Sell  >y  Smelter  and  Lead  Works.  The  largest 
smelter  on  the  I’acilic  coast  is  located  at  Tacoma,  and  it  has  been  in  continuous  oi>era- 
tion  for  eleven  years.  Its  capacity  has  been  quadru])led  in  the  ]iast  two  years  and 
further  additions  are  in  course  of  erection.  It  will  be  increased  to  meet  all  the 
demands  of  business  of  the  Northwest,  and  a refiner}'^  of  sufficient  size  and  ca])acity 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  market  will  be  erected.  This  smelter  now  controls 
by  contract  or  ownership  j)ractically  all  the  quartz  mines  in  operation  in  Alaska, 
including  the  famous  Treadwell  mine,  and  also  the  Bunker  Hill  and  Sullivan  mines, 
of  Idaho.  More  than  100  steamers  per  year  stop  at  the  Tacoma  smelter  with  product 
from  Alaska  mines. 

The  location  of  a mint  at  Tacoma  would  result  in  the  carrying  of  larger  stocks  of 
gold  in  tlie  banks  of  the  different  cities  of  the  Northwest.  This  would  operate  to 
save  the  people  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and  Idaho  a large  amount  of  money 
annually.  This  is  a very  large  exporting  section — wheat,  floui',  lumber,  coal,  hops, 
and  fish  are  sent  to  various  ])arts  of  the  world.  For  the  purj)ose  of  handling  the 
various  crops,  it  is  necessary  every  year  to  ship  a lai-ge  amount  of  gold  from  San 
Francisco  to  the  different  Northwestern  cities.  The  cost  of  express  chargms  are  $1.75 
per  thousand  from  San  Francisco  to  Tacoma,  and  $1.50  from  San  Francisco  to  Port- 
land. It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  required  every  year,  and  shipped  in,  amounts  to 
$28,000,000,  the  charges  on  which  is  paid  by  our  farmers  and  lumbermen.  This 
amount  would  be  saved  to  the  producers  of  the  Northwest  if  the  mint  were  located 
in  their  vicinity,  and  this  in  addition  to  the  saving  to  the  Government  in  shipping 
the  gold  bullion  and  dust  from  Puget  Sound  to  the  mint  in  the  first  place. 

In  connection  with  this  commercial  proposition  we  wish  to  urge  that  all  govern- 
ments recognize  and  put  in  effect  policies  beneficial  to  the  people,  if  the  benefits  are 
of  sufficient  magnitude.  An  answer  to  our  application  for  a mint  that  the  Govern- 
ment already  has  mints  of  sufficient  capacity  is  no  answer  in  view  of  the  existing 
conditions.  In  addition  to  the  direct  saving  on  our  commodities,  we  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  members  of  Congi-ess  and  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  announce- 
ment made  October  23,  1900,  by  the  Canadian  minister  of  finance  that  a branch 
royal  mint  would  be  located  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  for  the  coinage  of  gold. 
The  purpose  of  this  mint  is  not  to  increase  the  minting  capacity  of  the  British  or 
Canadian  governments,  which  is  already  ample,  but  to  control  and  hold  the  gold 
production  of  British  Columbia,  Alaska,  and  the  Northwest,  and,  what  is  perhaps 
still  more  important,  to  hold  and  control  the  trade  that  will  necessarily  follow  the 
mint.  The  producer  always  takes  his  product  to  the  best  market.  . The  ultimate 
destination  of  gold  is  not  the  smelters  or  assay  offices,  but  the  mint,  and  there  is  paid 
the  highest  price. 

The  location  of  a coinage  mint  in  Austi’alia  increased  the  price  of  gold  to  miners 
25  cents  an  ounce,  although  there  were  assay  offices  and  smelters  then  in  operation. 
A mint  at  Vancouver,  which  brings  the  ultimate  destination  nearer  to  the  source 
of  supply  than  any  mint,  smelter,  or  assay  office  now  in  existence,  will  have  the 
same  effect  on  the  price  of  gold  and  will  draw  the  gold  of  Alaska  and  the  Northwest. 
It  will  also  inevitably  bring  the  trade  of  the  Northwest.  Vancouver  will  be  the 
storehouse,  the  clearing  house,  and  the  baiTking  house  for  the  miners.  It  will  attract 
all  lines  of  commerce  to.t]^at  side.  Vancouver  merchants  purchase  of  Toronto  and 
Montreal.  The  merchants  of  Puget  Sound  purchase  in  the  manufactui-ing  centers  of 
the  United  States.  The  creation  of  a money  and  commercial  center  at  Vancouver 
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glowing  out  of  the  Alanka  and  local  trade  would  place  that  city  in  the  best  position 
to  command  the  rapidly  growing  oriental  trade. 

If  a mint  were  located  at  Tacoma  it  would  control  so  much  of  the  gold,  even  In 
opposition  to  the  one  at  Vancouver,  that  the  latter  would  probably  not  be  built;  but 
even  if  one  be  built  at  Vancouver  first  it  becomes  a matter  of  absolute  necessity  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  its  own  protection  in  the  matter  of  gold  supjfiy  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  merchants  and  industries  of  the  Northwest,  that  one  be  located 
in  Tacoma. 

There  is  some  opposition  in  Canada  to  the  establishment  of  a branch  of  the  royal 
mint  on  the  part  of  those  who  desire  an  independent  Canadian  mint  at  Vancouver 
tor  the  coinage  of  gold,  and  also  on  the  part  of  such  banks  and  other  institutions 
whose  large  profits  in  the  purchase  of  gold  dust  would  be  cut  off;  but  the  advantages 
to  he  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a mint  are  so  great  that  concessions  will  be 
made  by  one  or  the  other  party,  and  a mint  surely  located  there. 
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